Medical informatics and problem-based learning in conjunction.
At Dalhousie, we integrated medical informatics as a horizontal theme in the problem-based learning undergraduate medical education curriculum. The rationales for these initiatives can be addressed along the following dimensions: political, philosophical, psychological, educational, and professional practice. Student attitudes towards computers are changing, and incoming students are increasingly computer-literate. Of those Med I students surveyed at the end of the 1993-94 academic year, 94% felt that computers were moderately important or essential to medical education; 86% of Med II students surveyed were of the same opinion. The education of future physicians can be enhanced when medical informatics is introduced into a curriculum in conjunction with the problem-based learning approach.